




prayers for all ofyou, I always 
pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel from 
the first day until now, being 
confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until 
the day ofChrist Jesus. 

It is right for me to feel this 
way about all of you, since I 
have you in my heart...And 
this is my prayer: that your 
love may abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth 
of insight, so that you may be 
able to discern what is best 
and may be pure and 
blameless until the day of 
Christ, filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ - to the 
glory and praise ofGod. 

- Phi 1:3-7,9-10 

The Lee family wishes you 

A Blessed 
Christmas! 

With Love & 
Prayers, 

Pastor Precfric Lee 

) 

MY TRIP TO THE: HOLY 

LAND 


(23rd Nov - 3rd Dec) 
John Lee 

It was a wonderful opportunity. 

[t was an inspirational and eye-opening 
experience. 

[t was a tiring journey. 

The above statements give you a fair idea 
of what a trip to the Holy Land would hold 
out for you if such an opportunity knocks 
at your door and you grab it. 

Make a trip to the middle of a desert in a 
modem-day "camel" (with at least 4 
wheels and the comfort of air­
conditioning) and then taking a cable-car 
(a real one) ride to the top of a mountain in 
search of the Ruins of Masada. an ancient 
fortress which occupies an entire 
mountaintop near the southeast coast of 
the Dead Sea and was the site of the Jews· 
last stand against the Romans after the fal l 



of Jerusalem in AD 70. It is not far away 
from the Dead Sea 

You may have heard much about the 
extreme salinity of the Dead Sea and it 
being the lowest point on Earth. Well, how 
about taking a dip in it to have a real feel 

should have the chance of visiting the 
River, do not forget bringing along an 
empty bottle. Consider also a baptism 
there if you are not already baptised. 

The Sea of Galilee (680 feet below the 
Mediterranean Sea) is of course famous for 

of its buoyancy and its biblical asso­
then cover yourself ciations. It is really 
from head to toe just a lake, about 
with the mud from which so much of the 
its shores to test out life of Jesus was 
the therapeutic passed. It was also 
claims about it? bordered by nine 
(Alternatively, you cities during the time 
can buy Dead Sea of Jesus. A cruise 
Mud from the across the lake is 
shops.) memorable as you 

take in the view of 
After a salt-water Golan Heights, the 
cum mud treatment 
that makes you look at least ten years 
younger, your energy will be perked up 
and you will want your tour guide to show 
you the way to the Dead Sea Scrolls. It can 
actually be found in the museum in 
Jerusalem, but a trip to Khirbat Qumran 
on the northwest shore of the Dead Sea to 
see one of the sites in the Judaean 
wilderness where the scrolls were dis­
covered will fill you with awe as you 
contemplate how the discovery could have 
been possible if not for a touch of miracle. 

You have enough of the lowest body of 
water (the Dead Sea). Now move on to the 
lowest river in the world, the Jordan River, 
which spans three countries as it flows 
southward from Syria across Israel into 
Jordan. It even traverses the Sea of Galilee 
before draining into the Dead Sea. You 
may be interested to know that water from 
River Jordan is a collector' s item. If you 

Mount of Beatitudes, 
etc. It extends your geographical 
perspective whether you read about the 
events surrounding the "sea" in the Bible 
or you think about the political incidents of 
today in the Middle East. On one of the 
days, my fellow pilgrims and I had a 
communion service conducted by Rev. 
Nelson in the middle of the Sea of Galilee. 
It added to the memorability of the day. 

Wow! It seems that I can go on 
and on to fill page after page of The Vine 
with just brief descriptions of my 
experience on the Holy Land over ten days 
with places of great interest including the 
Mt of Temptation, Mt Tabor (The 
Transfiguration), Mt of Olives, 
Excavations of Meggido (Josh 12, Joshua's 
conquest), Roman Theatre, Jericho, 
Caesarea, Old City walls of Jerusalem, Via 
Dolorosa, Garden Tomb of Jesus, the 



Sepulchre, Nazareth, Bethlehem, 
Holocaust Museum, ... (The list goes on.) 

Obviously, I have to curtail this 
story in print and continue it with you on 
some other fellowship occasion. In fact, at 
each stop during the tour, the guide was 
very generous with his commentaries such 
that the moment he 

happenings in the Middle East. After my 
return, Bro. Yock Meng asked me if I had 
been stranded as he had read about strikes 
in Jerusalem. Well, praise God that it did 
not happen at the time we left the city for 
Singapore! 

From all this, I see a message God has for 
us. He has His way which 

finished, there would be always turns out beautifully 
no time left for strolling according to His will, not 
on your own to digest according to our own 
the infonnation or take understanding. IN ALL 
photographs. So it was a MATIERS AND IN
hard decision for each of 

ALL SITUATIONS, HE the pilgrims to decide 
the trade-off between WANTS US TO HAVE 
absorbing the comment­ FAITH IN HIM, YET 
aries to the full est and NOT TAKE THINGS 
keeping records by 

FOR GRANTED.taking photographs. 
TRUSTING HIM 

A word of thanks must WITH HUMILITY, 
surely be given to our HAVE CONFIDENCE 
Lord Jesus Christ for his BUT NOT COMPLA­
blessings. While just 
about one month before my trip, I had 
thought of cancelling it because of a 
sudden onset of backache, the backache 
did not return to bug me throughout the 
trip. (I feared the worst; it turned out 
otherwise.) However, my son Benedict 
whom I thought would have no problem at 
all because he was fit and healthy, 
succumbed to diarrhoea. (I expected the 
best of him; it turned out not so.) 
Nevertheless, with treatment and good rest 
at night, he was well enough to travel 
during the day Wlhindered. Furthennore, 
we returned to Singapore on the 3rd of 
December without facing any insecurity 
despite the apprehension some people 
might have when reading about 

-


CENCY. From a human point of view, 
it is a delicate balance indeed! 

Both my son and I have enjoyed the trip to 
the Holy Land very much. We have gained 
a lot pf insights that would be impossible 
with just dry readings of books and 
magazines. Thanks be to God! 

My arm started to hurt me and I 
asked the doctor to examine it. After 
studying a medical book for fifteen 
minutes, he asked, "Have you ever 
had that pain before?" I said, "Yes. n 

He said, "Well you got it again." 



THE GRACE & 

GENEROSITY OF 


GIVING 


2 Corinthians 8:1-9; 9:6-15 

These two chapters (8,9) form the 
practical culmination of the apostle's 
teaching for the sorely divided and 
disorderly yet highly gifted church 
which had responded to the corrective 
letter (1 Corinthians) he had written 

generosity of the churches of 
Macedonia in their giving. 

They were remotely removed from any 
affluence or the salubrious conditions 
of good government, but in extreme 
poverty and out of the most severe 
tribulation, they were able with 
overflowing joy and even beyond their 
ability, to contribute in rich generosity 
their gifts to the more needy church in 
Jerusalem, plagued with famine and 
persecuti on. 

about a year previous to the second. 

In the first two chapters of 
this personal and most 
intimate of his epistles, 
there is the consolation of 
the God of all comfort for 
and through His servants 
and children. 

Then in chapters 3 and 4, 
the further assurance of the 
confidence and competence 
of the ministers of the New Covenant 
bestowed by the Lord ... 

Chapters 6 and 7 present a heart­
stirring and challenging account of the 
apostle's experience, and Christ-like 
example bearing out his God-breathed 
teaching (1 Cor 2:13). 

It is only as this is fully grasped that 
we may, with the believers at Corinth, 
enter into the supernatural nature of 
the contribution of the church in 
chapters 8 and 9 - in the exemplary 

Grace (2 Cor 8:9) 
This is truly the key-verse, 'For you 
know the grace (Charis) of our Lord 
Jesus Christ that though He was rich 
yet for your sakes He became poor 
(eptocheuseu, he became completely 
destitute: the only occurrence of the 
verb in the New Testament) so that 
you through His poverty (ptochos, total 
destitution : see Phil 2:5-8) might 
become rich.' 

We find this beautiful word, grace 
(charis) seven times in chapter 8 and 
thrice in chapter 9 (8 :1,4,6, 7, 9, 16 





How Much, 
·Then, To Give? 

To give a figure is to impose the 
very legalism that the New Testament 
denigrates! Some principles, though , 
may help: 

• 	 Recognise that your income 
comes from God, and belongs to 
God. 'Living by faith ' is clearly for 
all Christians, and not solely for 
'full-time Christian workers'. 

• 	 Start by giving away 
something consistently 
and regularly . Perhaps 
to begin with 10%. 

• 	 Live according to what 
you need and not 
according to what you 
want. (Consider how 
much money would be 
set free for others - and 
God!) 

• 	 Determine need not 
according to the 
expectations and wants 
engendered by the non-Christian 
world. Instead, work out a level 
that is adequate for your particular 
needs, taking into account not just 
your 'sociaJ class' , but a world 
perspective. 

• 	 Allow your day-by-day attitudes 
and actions to be guided by the 
biblical principles of contentment 
and generosity. 

• 	 Community is key. To survive the 

intense pressures imposed by 'the 
world' (and that may include 
fellow-Christians who fail . to 
understand) you need the support 
of fellow-pilgrims who are also 
open to taking the risk of stepping 
out into the adventure of faith. 
Pray for at least one other person 
to join you - to talk, pray, weep, 
laugh and experiment with . 

• 	 Our primary motivatjon is to 
demonstrate that God is the 
provider and owner of all that we 
have, and to witness to the world , 
the new way of living and giving 

..~ 

which Christ brings. 

Martin Luther in the sixteenth 
century was right "There are three 
conversions necessary: the conversion 
of the heart, mind and purse." 

Are you fully converted? 

Acknowledgement: Pg 43 IMPACTJDec-Jan 91 



SYDNEY, BRISBANE AND GOLD COAST 
t MY HOLIDAY DOWN UNDER 
'<1, It was the first day of the 

school holidays and we were 
off to Australia for holidays. This is 
not a report of my holiday Down Under 
but rather a testimony of how God has 
been present in my life. We chose this 
particular period for traveling because 
we wanted to avoid the heat and flies 
of the Australian summer. We had 
also prayed for good weather so that 
we could enjoy all the rides at 
SeaWorld and MovieWorid. 

Our tour began at Sydney, which was 
cool most of the time. The view of the 
Blue Mountains was beautiful. After 
that , a short internal fli'ght brought us 
to Brisbane. When we reached 
Brisbane, the coach driver there said, 
"It was going to rain but I stopped it!" 
That joke remained in my mind. As I 
looked back, we did not encounter any 
rain during our whole stay in Australia. 
In Brisbane, we heard news of bush 
fires ,aging over in Sydney, even near 

the Blue Mountains. But we were not 
even aware of it or affected by it. 

_--:=. 
After our enjoy­
able stay at the 
Gold Coast, we 
headed back to 
Brisbane. At 
Brisbane airport, 
on the day we 
were supposed to 
fly back to 
Singapore, we were informed that the 
flight was overbooked. The airline was 
to provide us with meals and 
accommodation for one night's stay at 
Brisbane. We gladly accepted the 
offer because we had wanted to extend 
our tour in the beginning but the 
agents told us that it was not possible 
even if we were willing to pay more for 
it, but now God has provided it and 
also paying us to stay. In all, the cash 
compensation we expect would 
amount to about $1,900, which make 

Debra's trip free of charge. 

TREASURER'S 
FOOTNOTE: 
Even as I reflect on the 
above events and the 
current events in the 
newspapers, I marvel at 
how God is showing me 
that what I wrote in my 
letter to you to encourage 
tithing and faithful giving, 


















